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THE GRIM DESTROYER

Intended for the Destruction of Pesky
Little Torpedo Boats.

THOSE NOW BUILDING FOR OUR NAVY

R ——

Splendid Examples of the Cunning

of Marine Engineers.

straction of three M-
knot turpedo boats,
to in noi
Over SNl EK), Hal
thoss hids Invelvedl
the building of as
many battle ships of
the largest size 1o
more intense interest
could have

manifested by
element of this country.
serious bids were receiv
designs of the bidders, and
month has been required to
to whom the awards should he
masde. The matter has now heen anld,
and the Navy Departmient has accepted
the plars and terms of the Harlan & Hol-
lingsworth Company, Wilmingten, Del.; of
the Gis Engine and Power Company, New

cost, ail,

heen
“he
As

.:!-Il-'-
many as= ten
all up the
practically a
determine

shipbuin

&

York. and of Wolff & Zwicker, Portland,
Oreg. By this disposition, one of the boats
will he huilt on the Pacitic epast.

The torpeda bhoat destroyer today Is a
marvel of mechanical achlevemesnt, and
the fastest craft afloar; and ki Is easy to

se¢ hovw far-reaching must be the [ame of
the builder of such a Heres, the |
strong competition.

Out of a fleet of eighteen hoats, Puilt or
bujldinz, we already have three 4-knot
destrovers under way, and with the zdvent

vessel

GAS ENGINE AND

specd of 0 Knots and over, while the rest
rangs from 27 to 20 knots. Of flrst-class
torp=lo hoats she has sixty-nine. These,
flgures are singularly instructive, in view
of the work of the destrovers in the Brit-
*ish maneuvers of "M, when, In spite of a
gale, 1t destrovers effecrually blockaded

-

of these latest boats we shall have nearly

h:

If as many destroyers as we have typi-
cally modern torpedo bhoats. The reasen
for this is two-fold. First, because a foo
can bring to bear upon our coas: only the |
large=t of her torpedo boats, together wiih
her destrovers, and to meet them success-
fully we must have the strongest means
of retaliation at hand; and. second,
cause the torpedo hoat ds stroyer has prac-
tically proved itself the torpedo boal's su-
perior for hazardous work In heavy weath-

be-

er. In the minds of many thoughtful na-
vial men our own needs, a2t least, will lead
te the huilding only of destroyers and of
Io boats of perhaps not more

st=; and that because the de-

11l the neesdful rougn sea

moderate cost and the lim-
¢ smaller boat make them

fur the risky =ervice for
designad.

then, as we have, we are hut

the expe e of the Dr . to

Iy experime involving mil-
= the torpe« it dest
ny of torpeda
that swe«ll the S0
todavy are substandally
Tees of newer order of
French government has fourteer
r4, but with the itlon ¢
the rest ran from 25

+ pins her faith upon her fio-
dred and five first-class tor-

irg in specd from 29 10 25
1 Gireat Brin . the “*hereditary f[oe”
of France. has ninety-two destroyvers, built
and buil O these fortyv-nine have a

a flect of torpedo beats, and held them in
check for several days.
The Largest.

Of the three new boats, that of the Har-
lan Heollingsworth Company is the
largest and most formidable. She may be
sail to b an Improved Thornyeroft type,
ana the builders have declared it their In-
tentlon to spare no palns or expense to
make her an Impressive success.

She has a long, finddy modeled hull of 23
feet 4 inches over a'l, with a maximum

and

HARLAN

Thers will be a berthing space for twen-
ty well forward: the bunks belng made to
turn up and out of the way when not in
use. Accommodations for twelve firemen
will be provided just abaft the engine
space. Next follows provisions for three
machinists, while the quarters for the pet-
ty officers, the chief engineer, the execp-
tive and the captain are further aft.
While arranged with a very careful re-
gard for space, the offic*re’ quarters will
be very prettily and comfortably appointed,
and evervthing will he done to make them
as commodious as the necessarily limited
spr.ce imposes,

The boat will he lighted entirely by elec-
tricity within, and without, too, for the
purposes of navigation.

The boat is subdivided into something
like a dozen unbroken water-tight com-

pedoes of the 18-inch, Whitehead type, and
108 rounds of ammunition will be provided
for each of the 6-pounder guns,

The contract cost, exclusive of arma-
ment, is §214,300. .

The Gas Engine and Power Company's
bo&t is last, but by no means the least in-
teresting.

This is the first time that the company
has -done any work for the navy, but its
well-known work on fast yachts and
launches of filne performance augurs well
for the performance of this 80-knot boat.

Thiz boat Is something on the lines of the
British Poplar boats of 240 tons, but some-
what larger and more powerful.

She is 208 feet Y Inches lorg over all, and
has a maximum beam of 19 feet. Her load

displacement willl be 205 tons, but she will
be tred on thirty tons less.

She will have

WOLFF & EWICKER HOAT.

partments, without any means of inter-
communication, passage up to the deck
and down again being required for travel
from one compartment to another. This
is done to give added security in case of
accident, and to obviate the danger of im-
perfectly working water-tight doors.
Her Powerful Engines,

The boat will be driven by two sets of
triple-expansion engines, actuating twin
screws. These engines, in a common com-
partment, are of the four-cyvlinder type,
anid have each a high-pressure cylinder of
21t inches, an Intermediate pressure eylin-
der of 32% inches, and two low-pressure’
eyvlinders of 34 inches in diameter. They

| have a common stroke of 18 inches, and

will make 400 revoiutions a minute when
running at full speed.

Steam wili be supplied by four Thorny-
croft water-tube boilers placed in two com-

z_{r:,h
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PFOWER 0.'S BOAT.

rartments, and encugh steam, at a working
pressure of 240 pounds, will be generated
to induce an indicated ho-se power In the
engines of 5200 when running at full
speed.

For the sake of protection agalnst mod-
erate zun-tire the coal is stowed abreast
the boilers.

A small steam windlass forward will
raise the anchors and handle such heavy
weights as the boats may be required o
carry. -

As a torpedo boat desirayer, she will car-
ry a battery of seven S-pounder rapid-fire
guns. There will be one on top of cach
conmng tower, to be worked from the en-
circling briidgs, one on eavh bow abreast
the forward tower, aml three amidships
along the center-line. Each 6 peunder will
ke supplied with 198 rounds of ammunition.
In her capacity as a torpelo boat, she will
carry two 1S-inch tubes for the discharge
of Whitehead torpedoes. These tubes, cne
just abaft the other, are placed on the
center-line netween the after smokestack
and the after conning tower. There will
be a supply of four torpedees, the two
spare ones heing carried in cases on deck.

The contract price, excluding armament,
is S0 00N,

The next boat, i point of size, is that to
bLe bullt by the Wolff and Zwlcker people

Ehe i= 197 feet long over all, and has an
extrems beam of 20 feet 5 inches, and upoa
a load displacement of "0 tons will havs
a maximum draft of S feet of water.
she will be triod, however, upon a dis-
placement of 2474 tons.

At th> stem ghe will be 8 feet 8 inches
out of water, while amidships she will
= feet 2 inches lower,

She will be propelled by two triple ex-
pansion. engines of the four-cylinder type.
These engines will be placed in a common
engne room abaft the bollers, and each
will have one cylinder of 1Ws inches, one
of 31 4-4 inches, and two of 35 Inches: in
diameter, with & common stroke of 18
inchies. They do not state how many revo-
ltiens the engimes are to make a minute,
nor de they give the estimated indicated
horse-power, but it is quite certain the pro-
pelling machinery will make quite four
bundred turns & minute, while the lndi-
cated horse-power will be fully 6,000,

In Water-Tight Compartmenis.
Steam will be supplied, at a working
pressure of 230 pounds, by three water-
tube bhollers, type yet to be determined.

& HOLLINGSWORTH BOAT.

beam of only 22 feet. Upon lLer trial dia-ll
placement of JH0 lons—about seventy tons
less than her load displacement—she \irl.i!I
have a maximum draft of 7 feet 3 inches |
of water. Her bow is cut away, glving :.I
clean, easy entrance into the water, and !
that, In conjunction with her goodly free- |
board forward of eleven feet, promises ta |
mwake her an exceptionally dry ecraft for
her kindd Her helght above water, amid-
sLips, will be S feet § Inches, and her long.
flat run aft will keep her from settling by
the stern when running at full speed, while
meterially Increasing her seaworthiness.
Ehe will carry two conning lowers, one
ferward and one aft, and each will be sup-
pliled with both hand and steam steering
gears, while upen the bridge just abaft the
forward tower there will he a third steering
gear for navigation In fair weather. Each
of these conning towers will have the
usual speaking tubes, telegraphs arnd elec-
trical communications with all points of
fmportance, besldes means for spreading
out the charts for plotting the course.
« The decks will be covered with linoleum,
and such wood as Is used will be fire-

These boilers are placed in two water-
tight compartments, the middle and after
boiler being worked from the same fire
room.

The coal bunker capacity wil] be 121 tons,
and that fuel will be stowed abreast the
engines and boflers for the sake of pro-
tectlon against mild gun-fire.

The crew will be housed forward, and
the officers aft, and everything will be
done to secure all possible comfort and
convenlénce within the aliotted narrow

There are two conning towers, and each
has both hand and.steam stee wheels,
together with the usual electrical, me-
?:-:nlcnl and vocal means of communica~

n.

The battery will consist of four 6-pound-
ers and two 18-inch torpedo tubes,

One of the G-pounders-will be mounted cn
the forward tower and worked from the
surrounding bridge, the ‘rest will be dis-
posed at points of vantage slong the deck.

The torpedo tubes are placed on the cen-
ter line, one forward and one aft of the af-

proofed.

ter conning tower, and each will have a
wide arc of fire. She will carry four tor-

.
a maximum draft of eight feet over her
screws, Porward and at the stem she has
a freebogard of ten feet, while amidships it
ig seventy feet five inches.

She will be driven by two triple-expan-
sion engines of the four-cylinder type ar-
ranged in A common compartment. These
engines will each have one cylinder of
twenty inches, one of twenty-nine inches,
and two of thirty Inches in diameter, with
a uniform stroke of elghteen Incehs. When
running at full spéed, the screws will make
400 turns, and an indicated horse-power of
S,000 will he induce 1,

Steam, at a working pressure of 245
pounds, will be suppiied by four Seabury
paten! water-tube hoilers. These boilers,
In two water-tight compartments, will
Nark the engines forward and aft: and this
arringement is caleulated to lessen some-
what the danger of general disahlement in
mul-gnx attack or In fleeing. The coal sup-
ply is stowed abreast the boilers and ahead
41d athwart the forward boiler. Agaln, so
lohg as the coal lasts, this disposition of the
forward coal may help to shield against
fire in approaching,

='F!i3- boat, like its predecessors, is sub-
divided into some ten or a dozen walter-
ilght

compartments entirely closed to in-
ternal commnnication,

For Othecers and Men.

There are.accommodations forward _for
thirty-six, and quarters aft for seven offi-
cers—petty, warrant and commissioned.
Canvas folding berths are provided for the
enlisted men, while transom berths are fit-
for the officers. Again, the aice ad-
Justment of space Is considered, and com-
fort and convenience assured as far as pos-
sible. About ihe only woodwork In the
craft will be in the otficers' quarters, and
there pretty paneling will do a good deal
1o give an atiractive linish to the cozy
surroundings. This boat, like the others
will be fitted with baths for the officers,
but Jacky will have to take his bucket of
water on deck or go dirty: and It may be
remarked here that, in active serviee, ofli-
cers and crew alike will be very api to
choose the latter,

The decks will be covered with linoieum,
and, like the others, she will be lighted by
cleetricity and ventilated by blowers, while
4 small steam windlass will do most of the
heavy lifting.

As in the other boats, there are two con-
ning towers, each ftted with the usual
rmeans of internal communieation.

She wili carry four t-pounders, two of
which will he on the deck, while the other
two will he placed, one each, on the con-
ming towers. 1t may be remarked that
while these guns on the towers have Bu-
perior arcs of fire, they are, nevertheless,
“eriously  hampered by augmented vibra-
tion. and the experience abroad, except In
Very moderate weatner and under easy
‘peed, has proven them very unreliable.
she wili carry 1wo torpedo tubes for 18-
inch Whitehead torpedoes, placed on the
venter-line amidships, and way aft, where
they will have effective arcs of fire.

ixclusive of armament, the - contract
price = F210 004,

A |I5II|I1 statement of the features and
dimensions of these boats gives no notion
I what they really are as pieces of naval
.'H'l'lu]tl'l_'Lllf‘{' and examples of the cunning
of marine engineers, nor from such facts
and figures can a layman grasp the work
that lll_-.-so tiny vessels must do, nor appre-
Lhlte the tax upon the men that have to

Ledl

minage them.

The vibration of those racing engines
:Illnﬂl’l]llﬁ a tingling jar to every hit of
ey

Bet-up, and, also, a taxing quiver to
vvery soul on board that will wear out the
Lardiest nerves.  In times of serfous serv-
ice this must be aggravated by the nerve-
©us tension of apprehension and danger,
while at all times when at full speed the
liremen and enginecrs must face the cease-
less drain the service of those englnes and
bellers puts upan them. Every ten min-
utes the hoilers evaporate their conten‘s
of water and drive it out fn the form of

potent steam to feed those tearin

[ 1 g en-
oines.  To do this the firing must be main-
tained almost incessantly,

¢ the auges
watched and the pressures checkeﬁ, zfr?d
all this while the furnaces glow with a
blinding incandescence and the air swims
with flying particles of coal dust,

If a locomotive werc on wheels the size
of the propellers of these boats and were
driven four hundred turns a minute 1t
would make yuite elghty miles an hour
These boats will make Lbetween thirty ané
tkirty-one knuls—somelhing over thirty-
five miles an hour, and the service of her
engines and Doliers will demand a much
more exacting watchfulness on the part
of her firemen and engineers than ever the
ﬂ:Ie'E(”&tal lm:l-omutlve called for.

¢ torpedo boat destroyer is an a -
gation of great powers, €normous slrg;:a
and high speed, and the men that man
them must respond as far as human flesh
can to the same exhausting dralns,
—_—ees
1 Boom!
From the New York Sun.
Wheat is Jump ’
{';llrlly hu:f::uin‘;.—l.ng' .
ith an upwiurd pace {s pumpl
And ke farmer wears o smile nier seen before.
Goldl is ponring,
Miners boring,
Unknown aretie

flelds explorin,
For the millions 5

which the eang bas held in store.
Silver's dropplng,

Theories ]mrplg.

While the Pops their eyes are ing,

As the mortgigors are paying mmmr debts,

All Is hustle,

All 18 bustle,

Work for Liain and work for mmscle,
The Calumityites are paying up their bets,

Rather Previous.
From the Weekly Telegraph.

A paoor man lay dying, and his good wife
was tending him with homely but affec-
tionate care. *“Don’t you think you could
eat a bit of something, John? Now what
can I get for you?

With a wan smile he answered, feebly:
“Well, T seem to smell a ham a-cooking
somewheres; I think I could do with =&
little bit of that."”

“Oh, no, John, dear,” she answe

Ted,
rremptly, “you can't have that. That's
for the funeral.”

17

BIRDS AND BLOSSOMS

Summer Rambles Through Wooded
Uplands and Bosky Dells

2 \\
WELL REPAY THE LOVER OF NATURE

To Such a Man She épeaks a
Various Language.

THE CHANGE SINCE SPRING

Written Exclusively for The Evening Star,
N APRIL AND MAY
the rural environ-
ments of the clty
were overflowing
with an animated,
debonair and mot-
ley throng, whose ef-
fervescing spirits
found constant ex-
pression In song and
sportiveness. They
were on their way to
thelr northern
homes, and the way
' LR R | was fair, and love
and courtship kept them company. It was
their holiday time, when, free from care
and responsibility, they had nothing to do
dll day long but enjoy the many pleasures
abundantly strewn upon their pathway.
What bright and happy little things they
were! Darting about amid the fresh and
tender foliage; playing *“tag’ among the
tree-tops; sometimes flashing down almost
to the ground in the exhilaration of the
gport; throwing off little bits of melody,

7L [ W

‘the overflow of the full joyousness of their

hearts; they set the whole forest a-quiver
with gladness. Can it be that these sober
little ereatures silently stealing about un-
der the leafy covers of the August woods
are membera of that breezy company?
They are In truth our merry friends of the
spring; but how changed! Thelr gala cos-
tumes have become solled and faded by
the season’s wear, or in some Instances
have been replaced by traveling garb of
duller and more neutral hue. Their songs
are hushed, and they have neither time nor
disposition for the mad frolics that marked
their northward journey. The labors and
anxieties of house-building and Lroid-

Goldfinch,

rajsing have taught them that life ig not
all one continual round of pleasurz and
jollity; and sobered by the summer's les-
sons and reminded of their chapged gonli-
tion by the young families that are Laking
their first journey to the south with them,
they quietly make thelr way through the
lard, giving so little Indicatiom of their
presence that one who would greel them
as they pass must watch keenly and assid-
uously in order not to miss them.

They do not appear In a compact bhody
and take full possession of the land, as they
did in the spring. Fortune has distributed
her favors unequally among them. Upon
some she has smiled and all their ventures
have bgen successful, enabling them to
promptly and speedily finilsh the summer's
duties and make an early start on iheir
long trip to the gouthland. Others, how-
éver, have had various mishaps and vicls-
situdes to contend with and have been de-
layed In consequence. Perhuaps several un-
successful suits were necessary before the
lover could find a lady of his choice (one
who would accept him). Perhaps one of
the parties to the union had heen destroyed
and a second and more difficalt quest for a
wife or husband rendered necessary. Per-
haps some destructive accldent had hap-
pened to nest or ¢ggs Or young, necessitat-
Ing another commencement of the sum-
mer's nidification. These and many other
valid excuses might be offered if any were
required to account for tardiness In set-
ting out for the winter's quarters In the
tropics. They certainly appear on the
scene in a fashion very different from the
comparative simultanelty of their spring
arrival. And it is not untll late OctloLer
that the last belated straggler takes his de-
parture for the south.

Just Like Some Men.

All during August the arboreal hotels are
registering boreal guests. Indeed, some
very bhusinessllke individuals who waste no
timo on sentiment, but mate and bulld and
breed as unromantically as royalty Itself,
are enabled by their thrifty attention to
businesa to commence their southward
journey In July. First among these is the
tree swallow, who usually registers himself

Ronse-Breasted Grhlhenk. 1

and wife and family here about July 10.
What a very unpleasant hustler he must
be In his home relations! We can imagine
him building his nest. As Mrs. Tree Swallow
meets him coming to the half-finighed struc-
ture with material and greets him  with
terms of endearment, we ccn hear hup BAYy-
ing with a mouth full of fea , “Don't
interrupt me, my dear, don't you see I'm
busy?" But when he attends board meeting
(on the telegraph wire) he js pontent to
swell out his unruffiled shirt front one
spot for so long a time that no one would
suspect how preclous his moments, are.
Perhaps he explains the appargnt incon-
slstency to his wife by telling her that he
has to attend these meetings |
keep his standing in the com

perhaps she belleves him, but s

if that is the case with all the ot and
what the effect would be If nong attended.
One of the earlieat arrivals August

comes to us in a changed garb and char-
acter and under a different name from
those of spring. In May his rather flashy
suit of black and white was conspicuous
in ths meadows, while kis rollicking song
scintillated ammong the clover tops. We
knew him then as the bobolink. But dur-
ing the first part of August if
meet him on 1

gratify the killing instinct he Inherits from
remote ancestors, to 1t out to. you

reed bird, for such is the
is now

and visits
them awhile urder the name of rice bird be-

fore he finally passes on to his winter
home, south of the Amazon.

On the same day that the reed bird ar-
rives In the marshes you may lonok among
the branches of the forest trecs for the
dainty little blue-winged yellaw warbler.
A day or two Jlater comes the Canadian
warbler, still wearing the necklace of let
over his rich yellow vest that marked him
20 consgpicuously In the spring. Then follow
the chestnut-sided warbler and others in
close succession, accompanied by fHycatich-
ers and =andplpers. After the middle of

Butcher Bird.

the month we may expect the veery, the
only one of the thrushes io return to us in
August, and the rose-breasted grosbeak, a
handsome cousin of our own cardinal gros-
beak. These and many other migrants are
with us in August; but their presence is
completely hidden from the casual observ-
er, and even the searcher who peers into
the dense foliage to penetrate Its secrets
must look closely in order to know that it
contains more than its usual aumber of in-
habltants.
A Vietim to Fashion.

While receiving these accessions to the
bird life in our midst we suffer but one loss
during the mcnth, and this only a visitor
who, after nesting furtter south, had coms
to take a short trip to Washington or some
more northerly point before golng tinally
to th2 far suth for the winter. This bird,
the American egret, spends Its time while
with us bpeside some lonely and retired
stream. It has reason for seeking seques-
tered localities. It has been for some yeurs
the subject of a war of extermination, now
nearly comnpleted. Anmd for what? It is not
a pest, nor I= it A game bird, one of thos:
unfortunates selccted by man for enjoyable
slaughter. Alas! it Is possessed of a fatal
beauty of plumage during the breeding
2eason that has docmed it to destruction.
Ard It is gentle womankind that has de-
creed its destiny. It has certain long white
plumes for which It is hunted while It 1s
caring for its young, and, owing to 1s
strong parental Instinet, it falls an easy
prey. It is shot without difficulty, the cov-
eted plumes are plucked from the fluttering
body and the wounded bird and the young
brood in whose defense it received its death
blow ure left to perish. Hundreds of thou-
sands of egreta are annually slaughtered
in this most heartless fashion in order to
supply the demand for “‘aigrettes,” as the
pretty plumes are called in the market.
Thus is thoughtless feminine vanity grati-
fied, and thus are the beautiful egret and
its progeny devoled to extermination, andt
vet we are supposed to have emerged from
barbarism.

Among the arrivals of the month is a
winter visitor. Coming to us in August
it does not leave again untll the following
April. Indeed, 1 am inclined to suspect
that it is llable to be found here at any
time throughout the year, though it has
never yvet been geen in our vicinity in May,
June or July. This is the loggerhead shrike
or bulcher bird. a name more appropriate,
for it Is almost human in Ita cruelty and
indifference to suffering. It 1s thickset,
with a hooked, hawk-like heak, and is
rather strikingly marked with black hori-
zontal lines, at eye and wing and tall
Perching upon sume commanding spot it
kecps watch for grasshoppers, small
snakes, little birds or whatever other bit
of animited ljfe it may choose for its prey.
Suddenly it darts down, seizes one of these
vietims, carries It to a nearby thorn tree
or barbed wire fence, impales it upon the
thorn or barb, and then quietly resumes
its perch to watch for another, heeding the
tortures of the poor creature no more than
the algrette hunter heeds the suffering he
leaves In his path. Of course there is
some justification for the butcher bird—
it is simply stocking its larder with neces-
sary provisions, and It takes a convenient
though cruel method of doing so.

Perfectly Willing to Try.

The butcker bird is a very inferior singer,
aithough, like many of the human kind, he
does not allow this fact to deter him from
frequent exhibitions of the limited wvoesl
pcwers he possesses. His volce is creaky,
and his standard of melodic beauty is
scmewhat low. Still at the time he appears
among us he has very few competitors 1o |
cast his performance into disfaveor, for

Veery.

most of the birds have reached that point
in their annual career when musi~, which
played so Important a part at first, has
been allowed to sink lower and lower, until
firally it has fallen Into disuse. Some of
the birds may be heard, however. The red-
eyed virio continues his monotonous mono-
logue in the forest, with the Indigo bird in
the meadow keeping him company. An oc-
casional song may be vouchsafed by the
cardinal, Carolina wren, wood pewee, tufi-
ed titmouse, chickadee or chipping spar-
row, while the field sparrow’s pestoral lay
still falls upon the ear with scarcely dimin-
ished frequency. ‘The call of the partridge,
the ventriloqual “hanh, hanh" of the
white-breasted puthatch and the anxlous-
sounding chatter of the goldfinch, will once
in a while greet the rambler. But gener-
ally the songs have subsided, thelr place
belng supplied by the chirping and shrilling
of Insects in the grass and the space-filling
buzzing of the locusts in the trees. Insects
are $0 numerous that lmpromptu hunting
parties are often organized among the birds
of an evening, amateurs such ag the blue
birds and sparrows of varlous kinds join-
ing with the professional king birds and
wood pewees In the “sport.”

Rugust is a dangerous month for insects.
Not only do they have to serve as subjects
aof this friendly competition and as meals
for less merry, but quite as deadly, birds,
but if they escape these dangers they are
liable to become enmeshed in some of the
numerous spiders’ webe that are now be-
coming common in the woods. These webs
as well as a menace to the insects are a
source of annoyance to the human wood
frequenter, for the spiders have no regard
for the rights of the user of a pathway or
rcad, but erect their puny barriers across
either with the utmost indifference to the
convenlence of the public. Usually it is
only a line or two that breaks across the
face of the passerby; but often a full web
will be encountered, with the owner him-
self perhaps in the center. It is sometimes
amusing to watch the tactics of the spider
when disturbed in his web. He tries to
frighten the rash intruder by methods sim-
flar to those attributed to the Chinese, who
are sald to have turned somersaults before
an advancing foe in order to strike terror
to his heart. I have seen a large black and
yellow spider hang by a single long thread
and turn round and round, the yellow flash-
ing out like the Intermittent light of a re-
volving light house. This maneuver not
producing the desired effect, he clambered
up the line, placed himself in the very mid-
dle of his web and shook the whole strue-
ture rapidly back and forth with clock-like
rhythm. Then he moved to. another. portion
of the web and gave another shake, and
then tried varfous other positions and dif-
ferent kinds of shakes, all with the hope of
terrifying the blg enemy who had touched
him with his stick. £

These finest webs are the beginning of a
nulsance that grows to be quite a draw-
back to woodland rambles as we advance
into autumn. Still a stick (and one should
always carry one on a jaunt, it is useful
in so many ways) kept constantly moving
before the face somewhat mitigates the
annoyance and saves the face from many
a disagreeable contact. However, the Au-
gust rambler is more apt to seek meadows
and open land rather than woods.
thougl: he must there encounter the sun-

shine in itz full force, yet if the day I«
v.arm enough to make this object'onable
ne will find still greater discomfort in the
close atmosphere of the woodland shades,
where breezes do noP penetrate and whers,
tco, in addition to the spider web nuisance
he will he apt to be tormented by gnats and
stinging flies. But for another reason than
mere comfort he will be impelled meadow-
ward. The floral attractions offered by
the open country far surpass those of the
forest. The Increasing wealth of the
former and the decreasing wealth of the
latter noted in Juiy have become still more
marked as the summer has progressed.

Still the woods are not devold of Inter-
est, so far as flowers are concerned. 7Tiae
tick trefoils, whose pretty pink slossoms
of the butterfly or pea type—papillonacecus
Is the technical term—give n distinetive
character to the undergrowth, are ample
reward for an occasional stroll fmto the
leafy arbors. The pure waxy clumps of
Indian pipe, often as heautiful as they are
singular; the large and brilliant red hlos-
soms of the showy cardinal flower, which
grows In damp spots: the fragrant clusts
of wild clematis clumbiring over bushes
and small trees: the pungent, purple-fower-
ed dittany; the tall stalks and deecp ool
large yellow cups of the false foxglov - the
yellow-rayed and dark-centored flowers of
the wild coreopsis — theze are all well
wncrthy of the secking, even at the expens
of some personal comfort.

Then, too, there are some of the orchils
which the August woods offer as necntive
to the botanical explorer. The crane-fly
orchis, whose tall stalk, surrounded by its
many blossoms, has a cortaln beauty of Iis
own, though the flowers are rather small
in size and of an inconspicuous greenlsh
color. Not so much can e sald for the
diminutive coral roet (which should b
sought toward the close of the month). Sl
it has an attraction to the botanlst because
of its membership in a distinguished family,
and may, perhaps, be allowed an Individual
clalm to attention on account of the curions
root from which it derives its name. The
rein orchis is also rather small and easily
overlooked, and must rest {ts principal
claim, like the coral root, upon its family
name.

When Mendows Are Gay.

In the meadows the floral display 18 over-
whelming in ite variety. Dalsy fleabane,
yarrow, wild earrot, Deptford pink, S
John's-wort, cone flower and hoste of other
blooms combine gracefully and In attractive
groupse to fill the landscape with beauty and
brightness. The purple heads of the self-

Spotted Sandpiper.

.
heal are now abundant; the mullein i= in 12
glory; rosy clusters of fronweed and palor
and larger ones of Jae Pye weed are m od
in low places, watered by a hidden stre
when, in company with the frowsy w
heads of the boneset, or thoroughwort, th

stand on each side o proteet the little mu-

sician at their feet. Various kinds of sun-
flowers, ranging in size from the large
heads of the variety so dear to the heart of
the “Afro-American’ dweller in rural pre-
cincts, to smiull heads no higger than a
silver dollar, turn their faces upward 1o
greet the god of day, whose namesakes they
are,

These are all weedy plants. But the Au-
gust meadows hold many of a manmer so
delicate aml ornamental that even the
average rustic mind would coneede to them
the title of “flowers.” The brilliant pink
clustercd blossoms of the centaury would
lift it into that higher class, while fts kin-
ship to the noted and elegant gentians ac-
centuates its elaim to distinetion. The odd-
shaped blue blossoms of the monkey flower
—supposed to suggest the facial peculiari-
ties of a monkey—would have no difficulty
in obtalning due recognition. And no one
would think of classing with weeds the
dainty blue (or sometimes pink) _Iiltli-
flowers of the blue curls, which begin to
come into prominence near the close of the
month. The ladies’ tresses has, of course,
an indisputable right to the title, as it is an
orchid, but it can afford to waive consid-
eration of family distinetion and rest its
case solely upon the small spiral columns
of white hlossoms it lifts a few inches
ahove the ground. The name of the meadow
beauty Indicates the common opinion of
that rather showy deep pink flower, that
expands itg petals In damp places as its
contribution 1o the month's bouguet, but
it is deserving of the name only in its
natural place, for when transferred to a
bunch of gathered flowers it has a Jdis-
agreeable habit of losing its pgl:ﬂs and
presenting a poor gtump to the view.

Aature's Face In ,\nguul:

These are a few, a very few, of the choice
blossoms that greet one who seeks them in
the August wilds, a couragesus venture,
perhaps, on the hot sunny -1:13',‘@ that are
commonly remembered, but very ‘€asy atd
delightful on those charmingz days that are
commonly forgotten. If you will watch for
them and note them, you will probably bhe
surprised to find how many days theres are
during the month that are suggestive of
spring or autumn. When the goldfinches,
irepired by the pure air and cool, refresh-
ing breezes, burst into one of those ccsta-
tic little choruses that were so frequent
during the days of courtship: when the
song sparrow in the thicket beside the
brook sends a spring carol acros=s the field;
when from the grove of clustering oaks
nearby comes the vibratory pedal-note of
the flicker, it requires lit*le imagination
for the listene: to transport himself in
farey to t days when the wvear was
young., And when, on the other hand, a

Summer Warbler.

.
cool wind sweeps through the trees, which
here and there show painted spots, its
rough sport followad by the sound of loose
leaves fluttering to the ground: when the
warmth of the sunshine feels grateful,
when the elfin horn of the nuthatch is
heard sgain, and the clarion tones of the
Carolina wren suddzniy ring out; while dis-
tant czalls of crows and jays are borne upon
the alr, then does it seem hard to Lelleve
that this is the summer of the white man
and not that of the Indian. W =

HENRY OLDYS.
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“I think it's horrid of the men to stare sa.
Don't you?"
“Yu:. Let's hurry and get into the

I see Mr. Flend
kodak."”

A

D A'RTIST‘-S

ART

TLe pgood sketching weather that has
thus far prevailed this summer has enabled

Max Weyl 10 accomplish a great deal. In
fact, Le has doue very little simdio work
this season, but has devoted his energles
i sciting Jdown his impressions from na-
lure. A recent trip 10 Glen iEcho resul® ol
n two eflective canvases, one a quick sug-

P Eestion of an approadching storm, the
a refuily studied wood Interior
Wi palnted at a spot  Just a Wil thes
old amphithcater, a quiet nook, where the
waters of the lttle stream now hures
iy over the moss-covered rocks ;
iest By Cin deayphils, whore = arcely a
ripple breaks the surface I wiacid
cxpanses is mirrored the follage of the
overhanging trees, those Ereen-robed seq-
ators of the mighty womls In the oten
spaces, where the sunshine breaks through
tae effou upon the rock mid »
sparkling cascades s fhnely monaged. and,
m truth, *he artist has pever hapdled a
similar =ubject in a moers thoroughiy satis-

o e
The lntter

b low

arul  ow

The =y

of light

Tactory mai.ner. LAnother motive which
Mr. Weyl obtatned a few days ago s 2
View of the Potomae marshes. a fayorite
haunt with him and a reglon that he has
t}-‘nl\‘: familiar to the public through his
Elowing eslor «tudics. The cloud eMect s
very sivlking in thi=s canvas, and the same
nLy be said of & view which he patuted
on the hills of Arlington a =h time ago

Next wevk he will leave the CHy 1o fown his
family a1t Keswick, Albemarle county, Va
Mr Weyl s cnthusiastic alwut th rl!.ﬂn[','(i
1o be fornd in that vicinlty, and hetng \I."A
Hated newr Monticello, the h e I-ﬂ-'l
son, and not far from l'h:u‘;--;tv.-ull‘- the
beautiful subjects around those pl oo will
be accessible to him, I I
*
* %
water calors lhias heey
Miss Atwater has demonstrated
arzists have, that there gre Just
mo to he found fn and abeut
ingion may e obtnined by
anay In the summer '
well qualitied to carrv
the series of /Y Feieey
now engaged, |

In the

loing
as alaer
aAs koo

Wash-
wandering
motiths,

Vars
as
far Nhe is
0 a successfal {ssue
stenies on wihich she
wih on account of her luste
in that direction and by

reasan of her study
unider Childe Hassam, that nuaster of 1l

class of subje 1= Her most recent 8k h
.t_.-:..u view of the avenue seen from  the
treasury, with the new post office bullding
looming up in the midale ,

Nn=tance, and the
white dome of the Capitol rislng at th el
of the ihoroughfare, She never fatls to ger
sunlight iInto her outdoor work, and there
15 also a nice quality about her skivs. This
I= true of a sketeh she Mmade near he
Goeorgetown canal recently, a stuwds of one
of the quaint little bridees, An interesti g
olor study that she has mude sh = twa
_\‘nlun'.':-'t»-H slanding in front of a bill Logid
with 12 decoration of many-hued posgters,
Miss Atwater s ar present occupying Mte
E. F. Andrews' house, and though she
<.’<,rv«_ her Lest work out of doors, his com-
rmr!l s studio offers an e xoellent place 19
paint when she and her pupis are so
mwinded,

*
* &

Mr. H. B. Bradford has lwen o ipied
iately by Eis work In charcoal and en
drawing. He has just compldoted an exevl-
lent portrait in charcoal of My Bowaen,
which Is commendable hoth a8 a lHkeness
and as an artistic plece of Portralture,
Aside from this, Mr. Bradford has boen
working on a number of pencil skit hes,
mainly of horses and cattle, carefully
studied from nature, A recent pen and ink
sketeh, representing an old man reading a

rewspaper, and a young hopeful pestering
him with questions, 1= Intoesting as a
piece of illustratton, and also ta that the
man in the drawing is a very good likeness
of Mr. Bradford's father. Aslde from
Mr. Bradford has a good deal of other pen
and Ink work which he has been engaged
en lately, Including a number of heads in
varlous poscs, and a silhouectie in :
and white of a dog snapplng at the
of a young woman.

this

ek
E 3
_ * %
Whether Mre. Hoyle wil spend her sum-
mer in the empire state or in “ole \ir-

glay” she has not yot seitled. If she
to the former recion she expects to In

Ees

ian
Yonkers for =ome time, and (o do some
sketching along  the Hudson, Wherever
she goes the time she expects to devole to
art will be spent mainiy in oud work.

Mrs. Hoyle will uniertake a
poriraits on

numbwr of ofl
1 return to the city next fall,
*
* ®
Before leaving 1own weerk
summer Miss Grace M. Palten wdd
quite a striking portrait of her mother In
oil. This was about the last work of any

for
CXeaul

this the

econsequence that Miss Patlen did, Lut
previous to this she painted a portrait of
ex-Governor Perham of Maryland, and has
also done a number of smaiier things dur-
Ing the past week., She will have an op-
poriunity to do some very effective land-
scape work where she expects to be, and is

planning to devol
branch ot work.

her time mainly to this

*

* %

Durdette left the «
Thursday for a pretty spot in Mary
where she expects to divide her time
tween work and reervation. She has
done very much color work sinee her exhi-
bition in the spring, but has confined her-
self to black and white. One thing exes
ed recently which i= in full color i=s a pastel
head of a dark-haired beauty,
*
L% %

Letters that have boen recelved from
Miss Clara Hill, who went abroad 1o study
in the spring..bring the information that
she has entered one of the Julien studios,
She Is residing in the suburbs of Paris
with her mother and Mes, W. Irving
Adams,

Miss Hattie E.

—_——
Giant of the Tar-Heel State.
From the Salisbury, N, C., World.

William Austin, the tall man of Stanly
county, is now working at the old black-
smith shop on Lee street. He was twenty-
one years old on the 13th of April, meas-
ures 6 feet 9% inches in his stocking feet,
and is still growing. He weighs 225 pounds
and is apparently a skeleton now, hut with
large bones and muscles. He lifted when
only ninetcen years old a bale of cutton
weighing over 500 pounds and carried it
some twenty-five yards. Only recontly
three northern gentlemen offerad him S5 00
to go in training for five years to fight the
champion of the world. He has never
smoked. chewed or drank any intoxicants,
and looks the picture of health.

.o

A Wisconsin Blondin.

From the Mlilwaukee Sentinel

Charles Helbach, a well-known slack and
tight wire walker of Neenah, has decided
to imitate Blondin and walk a cahble
stretcheed across the Niagara Falls, Hol-
bach has not the money to carry out the
underteking, but Henry Fitzgibhon, a prom-
inent attorncy of Neenah, has signified his
intention of backing Helbach, The latter
will leave for the falls in a few days. Hel-
bach Is a young man of tweniy-five yvears
egnd has frequently attracted attention in
this part of the state by performing dare-
devil feats on a wire. Recenily-he stretched
a rope gcroms two high buildings and
amused his friends Ly giving an exhibition.
He has traveled with several circuses and
has acquired guite a repuzation in his line,
He anticipates no trouble In crcssing the
falls, Arrangements are now under way for
the act.

-

Hia Naturanl Falling.
From the Atlanta Constituthon.

An old darky was arrested for stealing &
gllver dollar. The dollar was found on his
person and produced in eourt.

“You stole this mooey 7’ asked the judge.

“Dat's whut dey says, suh!"

“Well, what have you to say for your-
L self 7"

“Well, suh, nuttin® much, "ceptin’ dat I
wuz driv ter it”

“Driven to It?T"

“Yes, suh. You see, jedgs, aat dollar had
a bird on it, en It ook 80 much like a game
chicken dat 1 thought I wuz in a hen roos’,
en des nachully bagged it.”

e pltramwho?:aﬂ beloved by chil-
n."
“Don’t lavish too much &

him: he can wear a linen suit
look respectable.”
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day and
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